iNew 


ith 24 


THE biggest ever television fund-raising event 
in Great Britain takes place next month 
throughout the Thames Television area. 
Amongst the good causes to benefit are those 
concerned with the prevention of death and 
neediess handicap in newborn babies, and 


also physically and mentally handicapped 
children. 


The Thames Telethon as the marathon 24-hour 
spectacular show will be called runs from 7 pm on 
Thursday, October 2, to 7 pm on Friday, October 3. 
There will ,be appearances by celebrities from the 
world of entertainment, sport and public life, and 
viewers will be able to phone in pledging money 
and support. 


Telethons, which are organised wiih the sole 
intention of raising money for charity have proved 
immensely successful in other countries, such as the 
USA and Canada, Australia and New Zealand, 
France and Holland. 


It is estimated that results could be in excess of 
£im, but they could be more. For instance the first 
New Zealand Telethon raised a sum equivalent to 
£1 per head of population which if this was repeated 
in the Thames Television area could possibly be £8m. 


COLWALL Court, the 
children’s holiday hotel 
in Bexhill-on-Sea_ run 
by the Stars Organisa- 
tion for Spastics, has 
been providing fun by 
the sea for  handi- 
capped children since 
1959 — and this sum- 
mer it is busier than 
ever. 

Open all the year round, 
Coiwall Court provides a 
much-needed break for 
parents, but also some- 
where where they can be 
absolutely sure that their 
children will have a won- 
derful time with lots to do 
and caring staff to look 
afier them. 

Dame Vera Lynn is in 
hex first year as Chairman 
oi the Management Com- 
mittee, and members of the 
Stars Organisation for 
Spastics are frequent drop- 
pers-in whenever any of 
them are appearing at local 
theatres. 

All applications for Col- 
wall Court should be 
addressed to the Manager, 
Mr Neville Simpson, Col- 
wall Court, Pages Avenue, 
Bexhill-o n-Sea, Sussex. 
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No specific target has been set for the first ever 
British Telethon — the sky’s the limit, say Thames 
Television, which has set up a special trust through 
the Charities Commission to help them allocate the 
money raised. Applications from various projects 
connected with spastic children are already being 
received. 


Many of the stars who will be supporting the 
Telethon by offering their services free belong to 
to the Stars Organisation for Spastics, people like 
Dame Vera Lynn, Anthony Quayle, Cliff Richard 
and Leslie Crowther to name but a few. 


The biggest and longest television variety show 
ever will be based at the Wembiey Conterence Centre, 
and the three presenters keeping the action moving 
will be Rolf Harris, Jimmy Young, and Joan Shenton 
of Thames Television’s “Help” programme. 

The Independent Broadcasting Authority to whom all 
the television companies haye to submit programme 
schedules says that the Thames Telethon is very much an 
experiment which theyll be watching closely. Normally 
charify advertising is not permitted under the IBA rules. 
However the IBA does point out that this form of star-spon- 
sored fundraising isn’t a totally new departure. Capital 
Radio, London’s commercial radio station uses the come-on 
technique of “phone-in-with-an-offer” persuasion in their 
annual “Help a London Child” appeal. 


® TWO well-known TV personalities, Jimmy Young and 


The 
Spastics 
Society 


Joan Shenton, who'll be presenting the Thames Telethon, 
In the middle is a toothy “Thon” who'll be busy before- 
hand with publicity, persuading people to add to the Tele- 
thon’s funds. A big Telethon “draw” will be international 
star Bob Hope, who says he is “truly honoured” to be 
asked to take part. Bob hosted the first national Tele- 
thon in the US back in 1952, and says they have become a 
“way of life” for him. 


un-filled days at the seaside 
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© THERE’S nothing quite like the excitement of a toe-tingling paddle in the real sea, especially whe 


Ss 


n there’s a 


reassuring care helper on hand. The children having the time of their lives at Colwall Court are (left to right) Lee 
Welch, Nicky Harris, Anton Cummings and Julia Wyatt. Jim Berryman took the pictures for Spastics News. 


Society's 
new 
Director 


THE Executive Coun- 
cil of The Spastics 
Society has appointed 
a new Director, Mr 
Timothy S. K. Yeo, 
who will take up his 
new post on October 


20. 


Mr-Yeo; “aged 355. is 4 
director of a number of 
companies but. will be 
relinquishing his business 
commitments’ in order to 
devote his full-time ener- 
gies to the Society, He has 
been widely involved in 
charitable work for the 
past 14 years. Mr Yeo is 
married with two children, 
a son aged nine and a 
daughter of seven. 

A feature profile will 
appear in the October edi- 
tion of Spastics News. 


DAME Vera Lynn, Chair- 
man of the Management 
Committee, with “Big 
Ted” and Neil Kent. Neil & 
regularly visits Colwall ~ 
Court to give his parents a 
welcome break, , 


eight - year - old 
Nicky Harris, making 
sandpies is a serious busi- 
ness, 


ee 


1 Si yee at Colwall 
® NEVILLE Simpson, who has been manager at al 
Court for. seven years, keeps a watchful eye on his charges 


no doubt at all that 10-year-old Leise 
Bulmer likes. being beside the seaside. 


® THERE'S 


» SPASTICS NEWS 


vitesse Pavedis: 


: The new improved Vitesse Powerchair will add a 
new dimension to life, bringing shopping, gardening, visits to 
friends, holidays and many other activities within easy reach. 


The unique Kerb Climber attachment ensures even 
greater mobility and independence by beating the kerb 
_ barrier. This is an inexpensive optional extra available at the 
_initial purchase or just as easily fitted later. 
: The Vitesse can be easily dismantled and trans- 
| a. ported in the boot of most family cars. 
ie oe The Vitesse has many other features to improve 
safety, comfort, mobility and appearance, including 


e speeds of 3.7 mph, distances up to 16 miles and gradients 
to a maximum 1-in-4 


@ new in-built disc-braking system 
quilted padded upholstery and safety belt 


@ control with single lever for accurate direction, speed and 
ease of operation 


Vessa also make an extensive range of manual 
chairs and rehabilitation aids for the disabled. 


Make life a lot easier and post the coupon now for 
further information to Vessa Limited, FREEPOST, Paper Mill 
Lane, Alton, Hampshire GU34 2PY. 


Please send free colour brochure on the Vitesse Powerchair [_] 
the range of Vessa Manual Chairs [_] Rehabilitation Aids [] 
(please tick relevant box) 


| Name 
Address 


Vessa 75g oe ieee cot 


Vessa Ltd is part of the InterMed 
Group, suppliers of quality 
Healthcare Products worldwide. 
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SOUTHMEAD _ Hospital 
will shortly be receiving a 
baby monitoring unit, 
thanks to a £2,200 dona- 
tion from the Bristol-based 
Good Neighbours Trust. 
Dr Brian Speidel (second 
left), consultant to the 
special care baby unit, is 
pictured receiving a cheque 
from Mr Roy Laver, a 
trustee of the Good Neigh- 
bours Trust, in August. 
Also pictured, Margaret 
Munday, Margaret Wood- 
ford, Betty Letts and Jean 


Tanner of the _ Bristol 
Altrusa Club, and Ken 
Long and Ron Sheppard 
of the Good Neighbours 
Trust. 

The appeal was launched 
by the Altrusa Club of 
Bristol and District, which 
is hoping te provide a 
second monitoring unit 
later in the year. 

The immediate target is 
to provide three units to 
add to the three already 
attached to incubators. 
Premature babies born as 
far north as Cheltenham, 
are brought to Southmead 
Hospital where careful 
assessment of possible 
brain damage can be moni- 
tored. The limited facilities 
and the knowledge that 
Britain has one of the 
highest mortality rates 
amongst new-born babies 
in Europe, prompted the 
Altrusa Club of Bristol to 
launch the appeal. 


Your ads’ 


MUSIC for Handicapped 
Children: A short course 
organised by the Nordofi/ 
Robbins Music Therapy 
Centre at Southlands Col- 
lege, Wimbledon Parkside, 
SW18, on September 25, 
October 2, October 9, 
October 16, 7 pm-8.30 pm. 

This practical course’ is 
designed for | classroom 
teachers, play group leaders 
and others working’ with 
ESN(S) autistic and physically 
handicapped children. Tutors: 
Sybil Beresford-Peirse, Robin 
Howat, Robert Hubbard. Fees 
for course: £10. Inquiries: The 
Secretary, 6 Queensdale Walk, 
Lendon WIL 4QQ- 


For Sale — BEC Electric 
Wheelchair, with front and 
rear controls, plus two 
batteries. All in fair condi- 
tion. £100. — Carsberg, 30 
Riversdale Read, Hull 
HUG 7EZ, Humberside. 
Tek: 6482 — 852761. 
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CABARET star Tony Christie presents a £5,000 dividend 
cheque to Alan Corbett (centre) of Crewe, Cheshire, at 
the Golden Garter Club, Wythenshaw. Alan, an elec- 
trician for British Rail, was accompanied by his collector 


David Richardson (left) who received a bonus cheque 
for £250. 


dividend cheque for £972 from the Mayor of Chester, 
Coun Harold Tomlins. Ann, who is a solicitor’s secretary, 
intends taking her family on a_ holiday! ' Presentation 


Eee 
MRS Ann Jones of Blacon, Chester, receiving a sixth 
arrangements were made by area supervisor Joe Keever. : 


A DELIGHTED Mr and Mrs. George Glaister. of | 
Ballasalla, Isle of Man, receiving a first dividend cheque 


for £2,500 from Spastics Pool a : i | 
wii 3 he pa ay supervisor, Mr me 
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WAY back in 1975 Spastics News published the story of a severely handi- 
capped 46-year-old spastic woman, Marjorie Chappell, who was living with 
her mother in appalling housing conditions in Dorset. Mrs Chappell had 

been trying in vain for the previous nine months to get an appointment 
with the local housing officer, but with no success. When Spastics News 

tried to contact the local authority for their side of the story, their reply 

was: “We have nothing to say.” . 

Within a week of publication of the Spastics News article describing 
the Chappells’ plight, three senior housing officials had come along to see 
conditions for themselves. Mrs Chappell and Marjorie were swiftly rehoused 


some 12 miles away in the pretty Dorset village of Marnhul in a bunga- 
low with a Panoramic view of the Blackmore Vale. 
Spastics News takes up the story from there. 


Happier and bu 


Marjorie, now 51, 
and Mrs Chappell at 73, 
both agree they’re 
happier and busier now 
than they’ve ever been 


nefore’ 


from Social Services. 
Indeed, she reckons 
humorously, nine months 
seems to be the average 
gestation period between 


ten 


before. “Since that 
article in Spastics 
News so many doors 
have opened,” com- 
mented Mrs Chappell. 


A variety of adaptations 
have been carried out in the 
bungalow to make life 
easier; aids include a hoist 
in Marjorie’s bedroom as 
well as a hoist in the bath- 
room. Electric plugs have 
been installed at wheelchair 
height and a lowered sink 
put into Marjorie’s bed- 
room, There is a plug-in 
telephone with a simplified 


rl : 


© MARJORIE had a wooden weaving shed built in the 
loom. While Marjorie works at 
ll keeps busy in the nearby 


back garden to house her 


her weaving, Mrs Chappe 


vegetable garden. 


@® THE car seat which swivels round enables Marjorie to 
transfer more easily to and from her chair. 
per s pw imese | Sag shoe dak ea ke % a Foe Hy 


punch-dialiing system so 
that Marjorie, who cannot 
get out of bed unaided 


could immediately  tele- 
phone any of the emer- 
gency services should there 
be a need. 

All this sounds rather 
as if the local authority 
had suddenly turned over- 
night into a Fairy God- 


mother, which certainly 
isn f= Uie= case? As. Mis 
Chappell explains, every 
aid has been acquired 


slowly and_ painstakingly 


Pd a a il 


application and delivery, 
even for the ramp outside 
the front door. 


Many of the aids which 
have made so much dif- 
ference to the quality of 
daily living Mrs Chappell 
has discovered and bought 
independently, like the 
sheep’s wool undermattress 
manufactured only in Ger- 
many, and the specially 
strong drinking straws 
made in the United States. 
The Ford Escort car which 
Mrs Chappell drives along 
the narrow Dorset lanes 
has a swivel front passen- 
ger seat enabling Marjorie 
to transfer easily to and 
from her wheelchair. 

So much of the Chap- 
pell’s life bears out. the 
saying that God helps those 
who help themselves. For 
many years now Marjorie 
and her mother have been 
producing good quality 
knitwear which they sell at 
local shows. Mrs Chappell 
does the more intricate 
toolwork such as casting on 
as well as the final making 
up by hand, while Mar- 
jorie operates the knitting 
machine with her left hand. 
The designs are hers too, 


The Britax Handicapped Child 
Seat has been developed to meet the needs ¥ 
of the handicapped child. The seat will 
safely support a child weighing between 
20 and 100 Ibs, And allows for individual 
adaptation to suit children with a wide 


variety of special needs. 


The seat design is the result of 
co-operation between organisations like 
the Spastics Society, The Wolfson Centre, 
The Association for Spina Bifida and 
Hydrocephalus and Chailey Heritage. 

Head supports, side supports, pommel | 
and harness are fully adjustable, so the seat. 
grows with the child. It's easy to install and 
remove, and it looks good too. 

If you'd like more information about the 
Britax Handicapped Child Seat contact: Britax, 
Chertsey Road, Byfleet, Surrey KT14 7AW. 
‘Telephone: Byfleet 41121. 2 8SG International company 
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mainly self-colour classic 
jumpers because they sell 
the best, and Marjorie 
types the pattern instruc- 
tions which she keeps in a 
folder. 


Three years ago -the 
Mayor of Poole presented 
Marjorie with a specially 
made ceramic bowl com- 
memorating her — having 
rented a stall at the Poole 
Show for 25 consecutive 
years. Thorngrove Agri- 
cultural Centre, run by The 
Spastics Society in nearby 
Gillingham used to let 
Marjorie have a stall at 
their open day as a con- 
cession, but this is no 
longer the case. 


It was at a local Steam 
Rally a couple of years 
ago where Marjorie had 
hired her usual stall that 
what she describes as “a 
miracle” happened. 


A teacher with a class of 
children from a_lecal 
special school came up and 
talked to her and the out- 
come was that Marjorie 
met the then headmaster 
of Yewsteck School, Mr 
John Hosegood, with a 
view to her becoming a 
volunteer, helping back- 
ward 14-16 year olds with 
reading and writing. In 


Continued en page 4 


‘Doors opened’ when we told their story 


@® MARJORIE Chappell and her mother outside their 
Dorset bungalow where they were rehoused five years ago 
through the intervention of Spastics News. At the back 
of the bungalow is a panoramic view overlooking Black- 
more Vale. 


® THE telephone is Marjorie’s lifeline. The simplified 
dialling system means she can contact any one of half a 
dozen key numbers just by pressing the one digit. The 
telephone is plugged in within reach of her bedside at 


night. 


Shell. Fully stressed seat in glass fibre. Slofg 
in seat back allow re-positioning of harness. 
Cover. Navy blue. Deep foam-backed in 
wipe clean brushed nylon. 
Head Supports. Foam with washable 
nylon cover. Adjustable vertically. 

Side Support Pads. Two polystyrene 
inserts for support where required, 

Pommel. Firm foam ring in washable 
nylon, Secured by Velcro, 

Harness. Easy clean 1!4"gold 
webbing. Safety buckle. Fully tested and 
BSI approved, Special adjusters make 

seating simple. 

Swivel Fitting. Seat can be 
unclipped and swung to one side for 
easy entry = 
and exit. 
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How technology 
transformed 


Andrew's life 


ANTHONY QUAYLE, 
famous actor and film 
star, and Chairman of 
The Stars Organisation 
for Spastics, travelled 
to Sandhill Park Special 
School, Bishops Lyde- 
ard, Somerset, to meet 
16-year-old Andrew 
Wheatley, who is 
wheelchair bound and 


without speech. 
He handed over a £250 
cheque which had _ been 


New group 


A NEW local group of the 
Society has been formed. at 
Hungerford in Berkshire, and 
at the launch a tea party 
served to townspeople and 
visitors made £41 profit. 
Anyone interested in joining 
should contact Mrs Dorothy 
Murphy on Hungerford 2588. 


‘Happie 


Continued from page 3 


next to no time Marjorie’s 
mother, Mrs Chappell had 
been roped in too, also on 
a voluntary basis, helping 
with knitting and sewing. 

For the past 18 months 
Marjorie and Mrs Chap- 
pell have gone along to the 
school two days a weck, 
and Mr Hosegood, who 
left last term to take up the 
headship of a special school 
in Birmingham, commented 
he wished he could have 
taken them both with him 
to his new school. He des- 
cribed Mrs and Miss Chap- 
pell as “perfect ambassa- 


dors.” 
Valuable 


“It is so good for the 


children, and their parents 
too, that they can actually 


see someone with CP who 
has something valuable to 
contribute,” he commented. 


Marjorie has just had the 
satisfaction and reward of 
secinf some of her first 
pupils leaving school. 
“When I started some of 
them couldn’t write their 
name and address. Now 
they are able to really read 
quite well and they are 
brighter and more intelli- 
gent in every way. 


Operations 


“My life began at 50 for 
me and I hope to go on 
helping the younger ones 
coming up,” says Marjorie. 


raised by the Taunton 
Dene Branch of The Spas- 
tics Society towards 
buying a Possum Com- 
municator which will 
transform Andrew’s life. 
The Spastics Society also 
contributed a further £250 
to meet the cost of the 
machine. 

When Andrew first 
became a pupil at the 
school his intelligence was 
assessed as being the 
equivalent of a boy of 3} 
years of age. His teachers, 
however, suspected that his 
sense of humour indicated 
that he had a higher intel- 
ligence than he had been 
credited with. With the 
aid of Makaton sign lan- 
guage and a series of elec- 
trical indicators which he 
learned to control, it was 
possible to re-assess his 
abilities, which are now up 
to 12-year-old level. 


@MRS Jane Trebilcock, deputy headmistress, receives the cheque from Ant 
watched by a delighted Andrew Wheatiey. 


The deputy headmistress, 
Mrs June Trebilcock, who 
has a special interest in 
cerebral palsy cases, felt 
it was essential for Andrew 
to have one of these 
machines and she contacted 
Mr Ken Roberts, Chairman 


of the Taunton Dene 
Branch of The Spastics 
Society to seek his help in 
raising the money. 
Andrew is now making 
steady progress with the 
machine and, according to 
Mrs Trebilcock, is now a 


© THE classic wool jumpers which Marjorie produces on her knitting machine she sells 


at local shows. Mrs Chappell does the making up and also the more intricate toolwork 


on the machine, such as hems. The money from knitting jumpers has paid for many 


extras, including holidays abroad, although much of the profit gets put aside for the 


purchase of more wool. 


The past few years have 
not consisted of all pluses; 
one of the definite minuses 
was two hip operations for 
Marjorie which were not a 
success plus two_ succes- 
sive incarcerations in plas- 
ter. 

But on balance both 
Marjorie and Mrs Chap- 
pell agree they lead happy 
and busy lives in spite of 
some natural concern for 
the future. After going 
through so much in order 
to achieve independence, 


‘AGRIMOTORS' 


(AMG COACHES) MERTON 


Coach, Mini-Bus and Car Hire 1], 12, 14, 29, 36, 37, 41 and 45 seaters 
are available for local and long-distance travel, 


Taw & Torridge Coaches Ltd (Barnstaple Area) 


12, 29, 36, 37, 41, 45 seaters available for short or long distance travel. 
Both Companies welcome enquiries from Department of Education, as 
we specialise in this form of coach hire, 


Registered Offices for both companies: 


Merton Garage & PO, Merton, Okehampton, 


Devon EX20 3DZ. Tel: Beaford 324/200 
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it would be a tragedy if 
Marjorie ultimately had to 
go into residential care. A 
companion to share the 
bungalow which is now in 
her name, possibly some- 
one slightly less handi- 
capped, could be the solu- 


tion. 

“Marjorie says she 
couldn’t do any of this 
without mother’s help.” 
says Mrs Chappell. “But it 
doesn’t have to be mother. 
It could equally well be 
somebody else.” 


Travel awards en ‘Save 


a baby theme 


THE prevention of peri- 
natal mortality and mor- 


bidity -—- the message 
of the Spastics Society’s 
Save a Baby campaign 


has been chosen as 
one of the categories for 
a Travelling Fellowship 
offered by the Winston 
Churchill Memorial Trust 
for 1981. 

Any doctor, nurse, coun- 
sellor of any other person 
concerned with the reduction of 
infant deaths or handicap 
could be eligible for an award 
covering a period of up to 


three months abroad. Candi- 
dates must show how they can 
make effective use of the 
knowledge and experience 
gained abroad. 

Other categories for the 
1981 Winston Churchill Travel- 
ling Fellowships include indus- 
trial training and re-training; 
illiteracy tutoring; adventure 
and sport. The closing date for 
completed applications is 
November 1, 1980. 

Details on how to apply can 
be obtained by writing to the 
Winston Churchill Memorial 
Trust, 15 Queens Gate Ter- 
race, London SW7 5PR. Tel 
61-584 9315, : 
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“changed boy”, because of 


the stimulus it has pro- 
vided. 
Commented Anthony 


Quayle: “It is wonderful 
that Andrew has got his 
machine. It will open new 
doors for him.” 


r and busier than weve ever been before 


hony Quayle 


SEPTEMBER 1 


Farewell to 


the busy 
Barretts 


MAVIS and Peter Barrett 
will be retiring from the 
Midland Spastic Associa- 
tion at the end of this 
month after some 30 years 
of service. 

Mrs - Barrett, 
been Senior Welfare 
Officer. ¢since"* 1358 
pioneered various activities 
such as the Children’s Day 
Group and the Day Centre 
educational groups and 
classes. She was honoured 
with the award of an MBE 
in 1971 for services to 
spastic people in the Mid- 
lands. 

Mr Peter Barrett was 
appointed assistant welfare 
officer in 1957 and Admin- 
istrative Secretary in 1968. 
He was a_ longstanding 
member of the MSA’s 
Council and.,served on 
many committees including 
the Co-ordinating Commit- 
tee for the Welfare of 
Handicapped People. 


who has 


© FOR the past 18 months Marjorie has been going as 
a volunteer to a local special school for two days each 
week, helping backward pupils with reading and writing. 
Some of her first pupils left school this summer term, 
with much improved reading and writing thanks to the 


.s 


individual help Marjorie has been able to give them. 


© MARJORIE’S mother, 


S 


73-year-old Mrs Chappell, 
also goes along two days a week to the local special 
school in Sturminster Newton to help with the craft work, 


@ THE loom on which Marjorie works is over a hundred 
years old and was bought secondhand from some old 
weavers in Devon. Marjorie first took a course in weaving 


when she was 15 years old. 
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Parents —how were 
you told about your 


VIBREKA, this 10-year- 


Do you belong to 
an access group ? 


THE Reyal Association for Disability and Rehabititation 
(RADAR) wants to hear of any local access groups. These 
groups are inyaluable in promoting the message that dis- 
abled people should be able to use the facilities: available 
to the rest of the community, a fact which was recognised 


-by the Silver Jubilee Committee on: Improving Access in 


the report “Can Disabled People Go Where You Go?” 
RADAR and the Committee on Restrictions Against 
Disabled Peopte (CORAD) are actively considering ways 
in which help can be offered to existing access groups. 
- Anyone interested in forming a group should contact 
John Stanford, Housing/Aeccess Officer at RADAR, 25 
Mortimer Street, London WIN 8AB. 


old spastic girl is looking 
for adoptive parents. Her 
picture appears in “Be My 
Parent,” a photo-list pro- 
duced by Adoption 
Resource Exchange, a 
clearing house organisation 
to w hi ich most local 
authorities and voluntary 
adoption agencies belong. 


Prospective adopters who 
are interested in any par- 
ticular child listed in “Be 
My Parent” are then put 
in touch with the child’s 
social worker who will 
follow up the inquiry in 
the usual way. 


The Director of Adop- 
tion Resource Exchange, 
John Fitzgerald, comments: 
“People are more likely to 
respond positively to a 
child’s photograph than to 
a verbal description of its 
problems.” 


Vibreka’s description in 
the “Be My Parent” photo- 
book tells in very positive 
terms of her enthusiasm 
and determination to walk, 
despite the pessimistic 
view of experts who said 
she would neyer be able 
to. And it stresses that 
although Vibreka needs a 
little help with washing 
and dressing, she is other- 
wise a normal healthy 
child. 


Baby Glenn, 
features in the 
Parent” photo-list, has a 
less favourable medical 
report. Because he is pos- 
sibly blind as well as 
spastic, Glenn may need 
full-time nursing so he may 
not be available for adop- 


who also 
“Be My 


The mobile 


aids show 


ABOVE: The _ Spastics 
Society’s Visiting Aids 
Centre, a mobile exhibition 
unit, went to Worcester 
and Kidderminster recently 
where one customer 
showed a particular interest 
in a gadget for helping 
one-armed people to open 
cans. Occupational thera- 
pist Janet Wyles stands by 
ready with explanations 
and names and addresses 
of suppliers. 
LEFT: Two other visitors 
to the mobile display unit 
were impressed with the 
Talking Book machine 
available from the National 
Listening Library. 
Pictures by Berrows 
Newspapers Ltd, Worcester 


tion at present. But never- 


theless he is a good 
example of a group of 
multiply handicapped 
children for whom adoptive 
parents are needed. 


In the 12 years of its 
existence Adoption 
Resource Exchange has 
already found adoptive 
homes for over a thousand 
children, who are either 
handicapped, coloured or 
past the infant stage. 
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baby's handicap ? 


“PUT him/her in a home and have another 
baby.” That used to be fairly typical advice 
handed out to the parents of a severely — 
and sometimes not so severely — handicapped 
child. Often parents would find out by 
default. Here’s one account of how a mother 
learned her child had cerebral palsy. 


“I was so pleased when at last she was sitting 
up at 18 months. And the doctor’s comment was 
‘It does take a long time for spastic children.’ I was 
completely shocked -— I was absolutely knocked 
over. No one had eyer told me before that she was 
spastic.” 

That mother had been attending the hospital 
outpatient clinic at regular intervals since the birth 
of the baby. 


Telling parents that their child is handicapped 
isn’t a pleasant job or a task for the inexperienced. 
Dr Anthony Jackson, Consultant Paediatrician at 
the London Hospital, agrees that doctors aren’t 
always very good at it. He feels very strongly about 
the use of the term “vegetable.” “Doctors do use it 
still — I’ve heard ther. I feel it’s absolutely unfor- 
givable and almost i: punishable offence,” com- 
ments Dr Jackson. 


Dr Jackson feels that the best way to improve 


communication between doctors and parents is 
“through articulate parents telling us doctors where 
we’ve gone wrong in the past.” 


And this is what the Information Department 
of The Spastics Society would like to do — collect 
accounts of parents’ experiences which might help 
better communication between doctors and parents 
in the future. 


So if you feel strongly about the way you were 
told about your child’s handicap, drep a line to Mrs 
Kay Christiansen, Head of Information, The Spastics 
Society, 12 Park Crescent, London WIN 4EQ. 


~ Care- comfort: 
confidence that’ S what 


INCO ROLL. A highly economical absorbent cellulose 
protective roll.Cut to the length required. A common- 
sense product in sensible packaging —used in 
conjunction with Inco Garments or Pull-on Pants. 


INCO PULL-ON PANTS. Supple P.V.C. pants in eight 
sizes with elasticated legs and waist for complete 
protection. Very suitable for ambulant and arthritic 


patients. 
INCO GARMENTS. Made with adrop front and press- 
stud release to facilitate changing especially in bed- 
ridden cases. Eight adjustable sizes for a perfect fit. 
Both pants and garments are washable, waterproof, 
suitable for either sex and permanently size marked. 


Robinsons of Chesterfield. 


Robinson & Sons Ltd, Wheat Bridge, Chesterfield S40 2AD. Tel: Chesterfield 31101 
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and has been here ever since — six years. 


a tree may be felled — adding to the home’s charm. 


the centre. 


@ OLIVE Hazleton’s menus have to tempt the appetites 
of between 30 and nearly 50 people depending on whether 
she is cooking for breakfast, lunch or tea. And she 
would not have it any other way. “The days they come 


back from holidays in dribs and drabs means I’m making 
meals for just eight or 10 at a time and I don’t like that 
one bit — I'd rather cook for 40 any day.” ‘ 


@ IRENE Gazi (left) joined the staff at the Lincolnshire Spastics Centre as a house 


housemother for just six months, escorts Judith Box. The centre’s w 


@® MONA Seaman supervises in the workshop just as she has done every dany since the 
centre opened. Here those familiar plastic tops that adorn bottles of washing-up liquid 
and the like are tested for quality, and Mona estimates that millions have passed through 


© JEANNE Brown takes 
care of all the paperwork 
in the office — no mean 
effort where there are the 
needs of 30 full-time resi- 
dents and 12 daily workers 
to be catered for, along 
with applications for emer- 
gency admissions. She has 
been Danny’s secretary 
from the centre’s beginning. 


mother straight from training 
She pushes Michael Rushforth while Patricia Jackson, who has been a 
oodiand is part of the town’s green belt — not 


THE town’s a joke — 
used in such classic 
gags as “First prize: a 
week in Scunthorpe. 
Second prize: two 
weeks in Scunthorpe,” 
but the people who 
actually live there have 
the last laugh. The sun 
shines on the steel 
town as much as it 
does anywhere in the 
British Isles and, for 
some people, Scun- 
thorpe is the only place 


to be. A statement 
that an ex-RAF rear 
gunner, a domestic 
science teacher, an 


outer-space enthusiast 
and a radio ham cer- 
tainly wouldn’t dis- 
agree with, 


Back in the 60’s a band 
of local spastics societies, 
Scunthorpe, Lincoln, Bos- 
ton, Sleaford, Grantham, 
Louth, Skegness and 
Grimsby (now Humberside) 
decided to found the Lin- 
colnshire Spastics Centre 
in two and a half acres of 
natural woodland in Scun- 
thorpe’s Brumby Wood 
Lane. 


Fourteen years later the 
majority of people who 
moved in, both staff and 
residents, are still there — 
am undeniable tribute to 
the success of the venture. 


Danny Hazleton came 
to the centre in November 
1965, and opened it the 
following April to 30 resi- 
dents. 


“I had very good enthus- 
lastic committees behind 
me and they said to me 
“You're the warden — go 
ahead and get on with it? 
We’ve always had very 
good relations with the 


@ “THE stars look down” .. . in this case Captain i 
and his men from the Star Ship Enterprise as well 
more technical pictures of spacecraft. For Benjy Ta 
the sky’s the limit, and he devotes his time into re 
on outer space and the paranormal. 


committees — they are all 
excellent people.” 


For Danny it was his 
first experience in the 
charity field. After war- 
time service as a rear- 
gunner in the RAF, and 
service in the Merchant 
Navy, he worked for a 
number of local authorities. 
There was a chronic 
geriatric unit with “death 
as the end product,” a 
rehabilitation centre in 
County Durham, a proba- 
tion centre in Cheshire, a 
home for 69 handicapped 
children in Scarborough, 
and finally a health depart- 
ment complex in Salford 
for 288 mentally handi- 
capped males. 


A talk 


“I ran that unit for six 
years but with 288 resi- 
dents it was impossible to 
Know them all intimately. 
Here if anybody’s got any 
moans or groans they can 
come and talk to me about 
it. We are just a big family 
unit.” A fact that is 
emphasised by the fact 
that his wife Olive runs 
the kitchen. 


“She was domestic 
science teacher but she 
took to this work like a 
duck to water, she loves 
it,” says Danny. The 
Hazletons have four child- 
ren, a son of 21 who is an 
analytical chemist, another 
at Essex University reading 
economics, a daughter of 
17 who hopes to become a 
vet, and a son of 15 who, 
according to his father, 
“Couldn’t care less about 
anything except, rugby, 
cricket, fishing and golf,” 


SEPTEMBER 


See 


The centre in addition 
30 residents has places { 
a further 12 on a 
basis who come into 
well-equipped worksho 
There are 25 ancillary ai 
care staff which works o 
at about one to four whie 
is not a high ratio but, s 
Danny, they manage. T 
handicaps are moderat 
severe, and like the 
most of the residents 
been there since the 0 


ing, . 
Proud 


¥: 

“It is one thing w 
very proud of. In f 
14 years we have only hat 
one request for a transit 
by a resident. = 
“The catchment 
was Lincoln originally 
it’s Castleton in Yorks 
Stoke, Whitby, Notting 
as well as this area. § 
thorpe is off the bea 
track, although the mot¢ 
way has made a vast d 
ference. Before that 
took all day to find yo 
way anywhere. . 


“It is a very plea 
cosmopolitan steel 1 
and the people are won 
ful. We've had ‘ne 
12,000 people round 
and they are always 
generous. It costs £100,0 
a year to run this cenfl 
and even with lo 
authority grants cove 
9@ per cent of the ct 
£10,000 is still quite a! 
to find when it comes do’ 
fo 5p and 10p pieces,” 


Danny runs the cent 
with virtually no rules 
regulations. When it wW 
first opened parents wo 
bring their sons and dau; 


%: a i a 
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KEN Harrison is the workshop supervisor and here the contract is to keep the nation’s teeth gleaming, with the ©DANNY Hazleton has over 2,800 hours flying time to 
sorting of toothpowder containers. In 14 years the workshops have only been without work for six weeks. his credit, holds a commercial light plane pilot’s licence, 
. is a keen sailor and golfer, but has his feet firmly on the 
ground when it comes to residential care for the disabled. 
His enthusiasm for his task means that in 14 years there 
has been little turn-over in staff and many of the residents 
he welcomed in 1966 are still there too. 


e desk is littered with further 
E ery ana frerest research, this time into 
= ; ' people’s life - after - death 
experiences. 

: He is seeking out infor- 
ers and anxiously ask We've got the very severely processor for radio teletyp- | mation from people who 
about visiting times. There handicapped here ; and ing. The signals are played have either been pro- 
are none, simply because although it would be nice out and appear on a ty nounced clinically dead and 
beople can come at any for everyone to live in the screen. subsequently been revived, 
lime. So parents initially community, for some there ; _ or descriptions people may 
me all day, and every is no possibility of living _ Benly Taylor Is another’ have given to those around 
day, until they saw for a normal life. You need a He likes A keep In touch them of another plane of 
themselves how well their small centre — and this is  — However in his case I existence before actual 
children had settled in. ideal. AsI say we're home #8 Of so much with the geaih He is hoping to 
3 with a small h and a big O¥fside world as _ outer compile a well-documented 


"And in keeping with the family unit.” space, and the after-life. study of the subject and 

telaxed atmosphere, if the His bedroom used to be ould be slad to receive 

weather promises sunshine, dominated by a telescope any letters on the matter. 
In the meantime, Benjy 


Danny will walk into the Experts and the walls are decorated 
Workshops and announce Benjy Taylor.<and with giant posters of the and histellowrssiden tears 
Terence Cooper are two living this life to the full at 


hat everyone is off to the moon and the sky at night. 
eo. the. day. * young men in their 30’s He is founder-president the Lincolnshire. Spastics 
ans a holiday each year, Who have made the centre of the local branch of the Centre in Brumby Wood 
od Danny is enormously their home. For Terry Unidentified Flying Object Lane, Scunthorpe, thanks 
oud of its success. In the there has been the oppor- _ Society and has had articles ¢o_ their own efforts and 
Mic centre has gone [unity to develop his published in the Society’s — those who work there to 
broad scoring a major remarkable electronic national magazine. How- make it a home with a 
rium ph aptitudes with his City and ever, at the moment, his small h. OSE * lh Ne 

Guilds Part 1 and 2 in the ® ABOVE: Dr Shambu 

subject, plus membership aus sirname cee ate co sess Mad has ‘just thken ovat fee 
of the Radio Society of practice which embraces 
Great Britain. the residents of the centre. 
time, so impressed have Leh Pen nous Bain: pame doctem: are chary, af 
y been by our residents.” plex battery of radio equip 
ee ment with which he is in abled patients but, says Dr 
ie H lid touch with the world. His Shambu: “To me a patient 
z olday call sign is G4CBY and he is a patient whether they 
started off with an old are disabled or not. They 
Canadian transceiver and are all individuals and they 
has built up a sophisticated ae ai of ret interest 
© accompanied by 14 and expensive _ personal at ie genie at all patients 
3 : age ge ihe = sicce oP eailshien coat He calls routinely every 
© Staff.. “It’s a goo month but here he has 
lucati ; Etat £550 on its own, and he e 
ee the parents, feels he puts his mobility re Ey Hace 
load off the staff’s backs 2@!lowance to good use attena ' 
td in addition helps them pune the oes rig 
) a . cannot travel easily s 
a” sarent ee voice can and he has been 
etything there is to know i0 touch with the USSR, 


hoy 2 ae saps S i , Germany, 
bout their individual son Australia, Japan, Ge , 
‘daucht It he Gite Switzerland, Spain, Malta, 
eee Can De quite Italy and even Lithuania. 


Story: 
wsiapeer fo. have 10 HeYgoeat broadcast for be Cosk 
y : ; more than half an hour *: 
£20 very handicapped because his voice gives out @ “G4CBY calling . .. G4CBY calling.” Terence Cooper is in touch with the world Pictures: 
hg but his next piece of elec- from his bedroom in Scunthorpe as the call-signs on his wall prove. He says he broad- . 
This is a home with a tronic wizardry will solve easts if there is nothing to watch on the TY — in fact he is a gifted electronics engineer | Norman Reader 
h, The size is good. that problem. Itisamicro- as well as an enthusiastic radio ham. 


of var 


On in Belgium. ‘The 
Magers of some of the 
hotels have stressed to 


The centre has just come 
from a stay in Black- 
l-where 26 residents 


be 
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@ THIS finger guide on a telephone keypad helps people 
with muscular problems. By using the guide the hand is 


directed and steadied. 


Ladderhack 
aid to 
independence 


THE Newton Ladderback 
Chair has been developed 
to provide a useful aid 
both for the home and the 
physiotherapy department. 

Made from hardwood with a 
smooth varnished finish, it 
measures 9lem (3ft) high, 
78cm (2ft 6in) long and 30cm 
ift wide). Its sturdy frame 
is mounted on a ski base to 
give maximum stability when 
used as a walking frame. The 
seat has a hinged lid making it 
an ideal toybox. Weights can 
also be placed inside to give 
extra stability or to prevent the 
chair from moving if it is to 
be used as a static aid. 

Ester Cotton, advisory 
physiotherapist to The Spas- 
tics Society, says “The Ladder- 
back Chair is designed to 
help the cerebral palsied child 
achieve independence. 


“Hand control is developed 
by using the ladder, learning 
first to grasp and hold on, 
then to release and be able to 
find balance. As the chair 
stands firm it helps the child 
when he wants to get up from 
the floor. 


“The chair cannot claim to 
Wave a magic wand, but if 
used regularly it will assist 
with the training of the child 
in sitting, standing and walk- 
ing.” The dimensions given 
above are for the standard size 
chair. A quotation will be 
given if a different size is 
required. 

For further information 
please contact: The Sales/ 
Marketing Manager, Newton 
Aids Lid, Unit 4 Dolphin 
Industrial Estate, Southamp- 
ton Road, Salisbury, Wilts 
SP1 2NB. Telephone Salisbury 
(0722) 20441. 


on books, aids, holidays, services, 
to help you and your family | 


Special phones for 


THE telephone is such a 
familiar part of everyday 
life that most people take 
it for granted. But for the 
physically disabled it can 
mean the difference be- 
tween social isolation and 
an active, productive and 
independent life. 

For more than 60 years 
the Post Office has been 
developing specialised aids 
to enable the handicapped 
to use the telephone and 
other telecommunications 
equipment. 

The Post Office first became 
involved in helping the dis- 
abled during the First World 


@ A SYSTEM of handles and pedals are attached to this 
coinbox telephone so that people who are severely dis- 
abled, or confined to a wheelchair, can locate money in 
the coin slots and push it into the machine. 


Helping — the right way 


HANDLING The Handi- 
capped by the Chartered 
Society of Physiotherapy, 
is the new edition of an in- 
valuable guide to moving 


and lifting disabled people 
in hospital, at home and in 


many day-to-day - situa- 
tions. 
The text of the second 


edition has been thoroughly 
revised and expanded with 
over 50 new photographs to 
replace or augment the exist- 


Studying sports 


THE Disabled Living Founda- 
tion, in association with the 
Sports Council, is organising a 
series of one day study days. 
The first is in London at the 
London Hospital Medical 
College on October 7. 1980, 
followed in November by one 
in Avon and the others during 
1981, the venues of which are 
likely to be Manchester, New- 
castle, Birmingham, Cam- 
bridge, Nottingham and Win- 
chester. 

These study days will be of 
interest to parents, Social Ser- 
vices personnel, advisers in 


a 


special schools and further 
education, organisers and 
leaders of Gateway Clubs, rec- 
reation managers, sports centre 


managers, sports personnel, 
voluntary and _ professional 
bodies associated with the 


welfare of mentally handi- 
capped people. 

Further details are ayailable 
from Miss Margaret Dowden, 
Conference Secretary, Dis- 
abled Living Foundation, 346 
Kensington High Street, Lon- 
don W14 8NS. Tel 01-602 2491. 
Please send a 9in x 4in 
stamped addressed envelope, 


ing illustrations. The book js 
available in both paperback 
and hardback at £3.75 -and 
£6.50 respectively. 


After an introduction 
emphasising the understanding 
needed when assisting the dis- 
abled, the second chapter gives 
advice on assessing the possible 
problems that might be 
encountered when lifting or 
moving. Two chapters then des- 
cribe the basic holds and lifts 
to be used in each situation 
and the methods of  trans- 
ferring a person from one 
position to another. Later 
chapters consider the types of 
hoists, beds, wheelchairs and 
other aids currently available, 
with recommendations on 
selection, installation and use; 
and the final two chapters are 
devoted to the special tech- 
niques required for assisting 
disabled swimmers and riders. 
There is also a list of addresses 
of organisations and equip- 
ment manufacturers. 


Handling The Handicapped 
is available from all leading 
booksellers or direct from the 
publishers Woodhead-Fautkner 
(Publishers) Limited, 8 Mar- 
ket Passage, Cambridge CB2 
3PF, at £4.15 for the paper- 
back and £7.00 for the hard- 
hack inclusive of postage and 
packing, 


your special needs 


War, when it co-operated with 
St Dunstan’s in modifying 
telephone switchboards so that 
they could be operated by 
blind ex-servicemen. 


As telecommunications de- 
veloped and it became clear 
that the demand from people 
with other handicaps would 
grow, the Post Office inform- 
ally took on the responsibility 
of developing more aids. 

Today, as a result of its long 
involyement in helping pcople 
with disabilities, the Post 
Office and its specialist staff 
can help people with problems 
ranging from minor impair- 
ment of one of the senses to 
extensive paralysis. 

The aids are aimed at four 
times of disabilities: hearing, 
speech, visual handicap and 
impaired mobility — although 
within any one disability there 
can be wide differences in the 
degree of difficulty. 

The Post Office cannot sub- 
Sidise equipment or provide it 
free of charge. For aids that 
are standard products, even 
though they may be modified, 
the Post Office must charge the 
disabled the same as it would 
any customer. But aids 
developed specifically for the 
handicapped are charged for 
at cost. 


By law the Post Office cannot 
provide free telephones or 
equipment, however deserving 
an individual may be. This 
would inyolve it in’ making 
judgements on who was in 
greatest need — and other 
decisions outside its statutory 
powers. 

However, the Chronically 
Sick and Disabled Persons Act 
of 1970 for the first time gave 
local authorities the power to 
provide a telephone and any 
special equipment necessary for 
its use by the handicapped. 
It is estimated that more than 
106,000. exchange lines have 
been provided as a result of 
this Aci. 


hildren’s 


contest 


HANDICAPPED children 
are invited to take part in 
a painting competition run 
in connection with the 
forthcoming Naidex Exhi- 
bition in October. 


Prizes are offered by the 
organisers, WRK _  Deyelop- 
ments, manufacturers of aids 
and play therapy equipment, 
are a WRK Supa Bike and a 
WRK Scooter. Theme of the 
competition is “My Favourite 
Television Programme” and 
there are two categories for 
entry: Group 1 is for children 
up to Il years old and Group 
2 covers 12-16 years. 

Entries should be on A4 
size paper (300mm x 210mm) 
and can be in any medium 
including pen, paint, pencil or 
felt tip, etc. The competitor’s 
name, age, disability and 
school should be written on the 
back of each picture. Entries 
should be sent to WRK Com- 
petition, 7 Gillets Lane, High 
Wycombe, Bucks, and_ the 
closing date is October 20. 


First prizes in each age 
group will be a Supa Bike, and 
the runner-up prize in each 
age group will be a Supa 
Scooter, to be presented by a 
well-known celebrity at the 
WRK stand at Naidex on 
October 28. 


@ THE card callmaker “dials” calls automatically wher 


a card is inserted in a box alongside the telephone. Blind 
people, who might otherwise have difficulty in dialling, 
can inscribe the cards in braille and set up calls simply 
by inserting them in a slot in the box. 


Getting together to 
develop water sports 


IN a move to create more 
opportunities in water 
sports for disabled people, 
the Sports Council’s 
advisory panel on water 
sports for the disabled is to 
merge with the British 
Sports Association for the 
Disabled, the national co- 
ordinating body of sport for 
disabled people. 

The panel, which has been 
in existence for six years, has 
been redesignated. the Water 
Sports Division of BSAD and 
it will be responsible for 
developing water sports among 
disabled people at suitable 
centres throughout the country. 


Activities include angling, 
canoeing, rowing, sailing, sub- 
aqua diving and water ski- 
ing, all of which offer good 
potential both for enjoyment 


by people with various handi- 
caps and for integration inte 
able-bodied sport. 
Ken Roberts,” a 
dinghy sailor and cruising 
enthusiast, will continue as 
chairman and training officers — 
from the governing body of 
each sport will be represented, 
together with water 
participants who are disabled, 
The division will provide 
training programmes and will — 
also link up with local experts — 
Who are prepared to involve 
disabled people in appropriate 
activities. a 
One of the first tasks will be 


disabled 


to investigate the opportunities 


currently available for disabled’ 


people to take part in water — 
this 
increasing demand, 


sports and to channel 
steadily 
especially among young people, 


towards suitable centres and 


clubs. as 


THE elderly patient wired 
for sound at the Royal 


Society of Medicine is none 
other than the veteran actor 
Clive Dunn. And it was 
all in the cause of demon- 
strating a new device to 
help in the home nursing 
care of the elderly, dis- 
abled or temporarily dis- 
orientated patient. 


The device is entitled “Care 
Call” and consists. of a weight 
sensor, an alarm. buzzer and 
beacon, and a call button. 
The weight sensor is located 
under the castor of the 
patient’s bed and activates the 


alarm system as soon as the | 


_bed has been yacated. 


eh 
41s 


indicates immediately that the 
patient may be at risk. 
alarm unit is small and ea: | 
portable and can be located im 
any part of the house or 
garden. 7 
Battery or maius operated, 
Care Call costs nothing to 
install. It is expected that it 
will be most useful at night, 
and it can be used either with 
or without the call button 
which provides the means for: 
the patient himself to call for 
assistance if required. +2 
The purchase price of Car 
Call is £40 excluding VAT 
from the Seton Group 
Companies, Tubiton Tel 
Oldham OL1 3HS. “i 


ps 


sports 


- 
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Achievement 
Award 1980 
—another year 
for children 


ONCE again The Spastics Society is 
_ nominations for its Annual Achievement 


inviting 
Award. 
Last year’s award, which was specifically for 
children aged five to 16 years of age, 


was so 
_ successful and attracted so many entries that it 
_ has been decided that the 1980 award should 


_ again be open to children only. 
People whose nom- 
_ inations did not reach 
the short list last time 
are particularly invited 
to update their nom- 
inations and re-submit 


their original entries. 
“In so many cases it 
was such a close thing last 
time. The judges could 
easily have made up three 
short lists from the huge 
number of excellent 
entries,” comments Mrs 
Nina Heycock, who 
organises the award. 

The citation is “for the 
bravest or most outstand- 
ing effort or achievement 
im any field by children 
who have been handicap- 

_-ped since birth, or who 
suffered handicap by the 
age of five years.” 

_ Comparatively minor 
achievements which have 
nevertheless de manded 
great effort and determina- 
tion, or disabilities which 

~ have been borne with 
courage and cheerfulness, 
stand as much chance of 
winning as more spectacu- 
lar feats. Degrees of handi- 
cap are always taken into 
account by the panel of 
judges so that all entrants 
compete on equal terms. 

The first prize is £250 
plus a silver cup which the 
winner keeps. Second prize 
is £50 and the third prize 

£25. All finalists receive an 

inscribed medat to com- 

_ Memorate the occasion, and 

all finalists and their 


: ee 


® PAUL Taylor, age 14, 
of Bar Hill, Cambridge, 
won last year’s Achieve- 
ment Award. He fought 
back after suffering appall- 
ing injuries in a road acci- 
dent at the age of three, 
and taught himself to walk 
again. 

relative, teacher, therapist, 
or even a neighbour. Any 
type of handicap can be 
considered but only candi- 
dates from the British 
Isles are eligible. 


escorts attend a celebra- 
tion lunch in London with 
all expenses paid. 


To make a nomination, 
send in the name, address, 
age and as much detail as 


possible of the background 
and achievements of the 
handicapped child. Letters 
should be typed if possible 
and sent to: Mrs Nina Hey- 
cock, 35 Harrington Gar- 
dens, London SW7 4JT. 


The closing date \for 
- Rominations is Saturday, 


_ January 17, but entries can 
_ be accepted from now on. 
_ Anyone can nominate a 
handicapped child whether 
_ they are a parent or other 
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MPs told: ‘We can’t plug gaps in services’ 
AS ara i ae ae a do bad ce NS ag Ll 


Society pleads its case for 
‘substantial’ tax concessions 


THE Spastics Society, 
which earlier this year 
announced severe cut- 


backs in its services 
to the handicapped 
because of a £15 
million deficit, told the 
Voluntary Sector 
Working Party, a com- 
mittee of MPs chaired 
by Mr Christopher Pat- 
ten, Conservative MP 
for Bath, that it would 
be impossible for 
charities to plug the 
gaps left by cuts in the 
social services unless 
immediate and sub- 


stantial tax concessions 


were given. 

The Society stated that 
the combined effect of 
inflation and the increase 
in VAT to 15 per cent had 
virtually doubled the 
amount not recoverable 
from Customs and Excise. 
It feared that the policy 
move towards indirect tax- 
ation would increase the 
already intolerable burden 
of VAT unless a Treasury 
Order under the Finance 
Act 1972 enabled the 
Society and other charities 
to recover the input VAT 
on their non-business 
activities. 

An anomalous situation 
existed whereby a local 


authority running a school 
could recover the input 
VAT on its expenses, while 
the Society, who runs nine 
schools for handicapped 
children, could not. Simi- 
larly, a commercial mail- 
ing house could recover 
the input VAT on its 
expenses, but charity mail- 
ing appeals could not. 
Vehicles,  - aids and 
appliances and other goods 
or services for use by dis- 
abled people should be 
zero rated without the 
need for a doctor’s certifi- 
cate. 


The Society stated that 
the recent increases in the 
exemption mit with 
regard to Capital Transfer 


American medics at 
Scots centre 


STILL an unusual, if not 
unique, enterprise of its 
kind, New Trinity Centre 
for Spastics, Loaning Road, 
Restalrig, Edinburgh, has 
attracted hundreds of over- 
seas visitors since it was 
opened in 1976. They have 
come from as far afield as 
Japan, South America and 
Africa. 

On. August 20 and again on 
August 27, Mr _ Stephen 
O'Neill, general manager of 
the complex, with his staff and 
spastic workers, welcomed two 
parties of American medical 
experts based at RAF Station, 
Edzell, Angus. 


Hot foot 
funds run 


THESE cool-clad Karate 
club members ran hot foot 
from Lincoln to Skegness 
in order to raise funds for 
spastic people in Lincoln- 
shire. The 32 barefoot 
runners came from Heigh- 
ton and Anwick Karate 
Clubs and their sponsored 
46-mile barefoot relay run 
was completed in 64 hours 
by groups of six each cover- 
ing 12 miles. Total raised 
was £1,500. 


Picture by 
Lincolnshire Chronicle 


They are members of the US 
Naval Security Group Activity, 
led on the first occasion by 
their medical officer, Dr L. H. 
Sessler and, on the second, by 
his colleague Dr Paul Seroka. 
On both visits local members 
of the Red Cross accompanied 
the American parties. 


THE tennis racket used by 
Bjorn Borg when he won the 
French championship’ was 
auctioned for £460 in aid of 
the Cheyne Centre for Spastic 
Children. The charity auction 
by Bonham’s raised a total of 
£4,460. 


200-book trip 


IN September Miss Margaret 
Forse of the Gladys Holman 
House for Spastics will fly out 
to Lourdes to spend a week at 
the Shrine. Her visit has been 
made possible by Cambourne 
Roman Catholics who have 
saved more than 200 books of 
trading stamps which have 
been exchanged fer cash to 
pay her fare. 


THE annual service for the 
world of entertainment was 
held at St Mary Star-of-the- 


Sea, Hastings, in August, with 


the theme the 1981 Year of 
the Disabled. Visitors to 
Colwall -Court Hotel for 


spastic children were invited, 
as well as many handicapped 
parishioners. 


Tax from £100,000 to a 
limit of £200,000 per estate 
only benefited a few very 
large charities and it sought 
total exemption from pay- 
ment of the tax. 

Currently a charity’s taxable 
status was threatened if it 
traded directly. By agreement 
with the Revenue authorities 
trading was only permitted 
through associated or sub- 
sidiary companies which 
caused considerable additional 
adminstration costs for chari- 
ties. The Society believed that 
charities should be allowed to 
trade in their own right with- 
out affecting their charitable 
Status. 

Although the 1980 Budget 
made a concession to charities 
with a shorter minimum period 
for covenants, this also reduced 
the cost to the Inland Revenue 
of tax refunds. If, however, 
progress towards a 25 per cent 
rate of income tax was made, 
then the benefits of covenants 
to charities diminished in litte 
with the falling costs to the 
Inland Revenue. To correct 
this situation, notional tax 
figure should be applied to 
charitable deeds of covenant. 
If this was not given, the 
alternative must be to give 
transitional relief if the tax 
rate was lowered. 

The Society stated that it 
currently receives £800,000 
from a Pool Competition under 
the Pool Competitions Act 
1971, and it sought the con- 
tinuation of that Act on a 
permanent basis. Should this 
income be lost by the Society 
it would be unable to replace 
it and would be compelled to 
cut services to the handicapped 
still further. 


*Price in UK £3.00 


Price Overseas £7.50 


Extensively revised and now available in the FOURTH EDITION, this major title 
in the EQUIPMENT FOR THE DISABLED series, Consisting of eleven books, 

is @ source of reference which will be welcomed by all professional workers, 
especially therapists, teachers, doctors, nurses — and by parents too — 

and must fill a gap in the information available in this vital area. 


Contents include 


* Advice on selection of equipment 
* Suggested methods of solving 


problems 
* Beds/bedding 
* Chairs 
* Tables 
* Prams/pushchairs 
* Carrying aids 
* Trolleys/go carts 


* Tricycles including those supplied 


by DHSS 


* Car safety seats and harnesses 


Restraining harnesses 
Walking sticks 
Crutches 


Frames 


by DHSS 


Wheelchairs including those supplied 


Personal hygiene aids 
Toilet equipment 

Eating and drinking aids 
Clothing and dressing aids 


Play 


Therapy equipment 


Communication equipment 


Select list of associations 


Select bibliography 


Manufacturers’/suppliers’ addresses 
and telephone numbers 


Ask for leaflet with details of the other fen titles 


Please send me 
BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE 


SN Sept 


To; Equipment for the Disabled (Dept. 63) 
2 Foredown Drive, Portslade, Brighton BN4 2BB 


. DISABLED CHILD book(s) at£3.00 each (UK only) (+ p&p) 
£7.50 each (Overseas only) (+ p&p) 


SEH EH ERSTE REE TN TSE R EEN R OEE EEETREEEEE FEES OSES ER EES ET ESS EEEEENET ET EEER EEE SHER EE EE EEESEE RESO EEE E® 
PORE REN EERE ONE E REECE HOES E OER EET EOT ENE ESCETEEEEHEEEEE OE 


*The publishers reserve the right to alter prices without prior notice 
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PLAYTIME for mothers 


The nursery, run by 


want the nursery to stay 


SEPTEMBER © 


NELLIE the Elephant picked out the winning ticket in 
a raffle which raised £500 for the Swansea Spastics 
Society Centre at Longfields. The raffle was organised by 
the Uplands Traders Association which plans to raise 


SRN Mrs Maureen Court- 
ney, was an early victim of 
local authority cuts when 


and their handicapped 
children at the Blacon 


open because of the flexible 
provision which a volun- 
tary organisation can pro- 


PAULA 


Monzani, 


“at 
Spastic Nursery supported 26, from Amersham, got 


£1,009 for The Spastics Society this year. 


Picture by South Wales Evening Post 


BARGAIN hunters on the prowl at the Hull and District Spastics Society’s Garden Fete 


by the Chester and Dis- 
trict Spastics Association. 


at Sutton Manor, where the jewellery stall was run by Mrs Vera Adamson. 


ee 


THIRTEEN - year - old 
Sarah Cowley from Sid- 
dington has a special new 
wheelchair costing £1,000 
as a result of a sponsored 
walk by three men in the 
grounds of Cirencester 
Abbey. 

Among the well-wishers 
sponsoring the - walking 
trio was none other than 
Prince Charles who sent 


not only a cheque but also_ 


a letter offering encourage- 
ment for their efforts. 
Sarah, who is athetoid, 
is pictured above in be- 
tween her parents, Frank 
and Jean Cowley. Holding 
the cheque (far right) 
Councillor Philip Becker- 
legge and (standing) Derek 
May, umpire on the walk. 
Standing left is Tony 
Stevens, 
Picture b)Wiltshire Newspapers 


Picture by Hull Daily Mail 


its grants were withdrawn, 
but local paediatricians 


SIXTHFORMERS at 
Thornhill School, Sunder- 
land, chose a highly 
original way to preserve 
local history which was 
also thoroughly “up to 
date” at the same time. 
They produced a calen- 
dar of old pictures of 
Wearside the sales of 


vide. 
Picture by Chester Observer 


which resulted in a cheque 
for £162.50 which they 
had pleasure in handing 
over to Nurse Elizabeth 


Hall for the Sunderland 

and District Spastics 
Society’s work centre. 

Picture by the 

Sunderland Echo 


Honour for help to disabled 


ROGER - Jefcoate, The 
Spastics Society’s Consult- 
ant on Electronic Aids, has 
been awarded an honorary 
MA degree by the Open 
University for his services 
to disabled people. 

Roger Jefcoate, who helped 


LE LOGE LE SE OAS EST CI CTE I SLI ORI CE OR BNC Ete BS em aa NOY tm OE Eek St ine ste lh 


develop POSSUM, is a foun- 
der member of the Aidis 
Trust, set up to provide elec- 
tronic aids for severely handi- 
capped people, and he is also 
a founder member of ACTIVE, 
the association which  pro- 


motes leisure, learning and 
communication aids. 
. ‘ . da : ? *bhe 


TWonids Coe 


® 


His pioneer course on “Tech- 
nology for the Handicapped 
Child” attracts doctors, 
teachers and other profes- 
sionals dealing with handicap 
from all over the world, and 
the next course will take place 
from October 6-10 at Castle 
Priory College. j ; 
--e ‘Ss det tlatail os | 5 
ite ta te Mahe Mb toune “opted f 
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atmosphere for people v 


iu 


the surprise of her life when 
she suddenly found her- 
self nominated as the latest 


Alan Polyfoil Personality : 
an award given by a local - 
firm to people whose per-— 
sonality makes them some. — 
thing special. ito 
The person who nomina- 
ted Paula was the Bursar 
of Amersham College 
where Paula did a course 
leading to the Certificate in 
Office Studies. A former 
student at The Spastics 
Society’s Thomas Delarse 
School in. Tonbridge, 
Paula is now working hard 
towards her Open Univer- 
sity degree. In her spare 
time she goes swimming at 
the Chalfont Leisure Centre 
and also wheelchair danc- 
ing. aR 
Picture by the 
Bucks Examiner 
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Best bus — 


HAWKSWORTH Hall School 
pupils carried off a cup and 
£100 for their school funds — 
when they attended a party — 
given by the Variety Club of 
Great Britain at the Northern 
Paraplegic Horse Show. The — 
Society’s school won the t a 
in a competition for the be 
kept Variety Club Suns 
Coach. : 


LULWORTH Court, a 
seafront holiday home at 
Southend - on - Sea_ for 
severely disabled people, 
celebrates its 21st anni- 
versary this year. : 


Run by the Queen Eliza- 
beth Foundation for the 
Disabled, Lulworth Cour 
offers a friendly welcome 
and a relaxed _holi 


all kinds of handicap. — 
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Flam and Cottage Cheese 
fe: Slive 
(serves 4) 
-alb Shorterust pastry 
pi Beg . 
4lb Ham; sliced 

b Collage cheese. 
tbspn Capers 

dstspn Onion, grated 
ispn Paprika- 

ut 


ith half of the pastry. Arrange 
@ ham in the base. Beat the 
egg and divide in half. Mix 
“the cheese, capers, -onion, 
‘paprika, salt and half ‘the egg 
d turn into the pastry case. 
op with the remaining pastry. 
tush. the top with the remain- 
og Bake in oven at 
. Mark 4, 180deg C 
rr about 50 minutes. 


kK ok 


Cucumber Fluff 
re (serves 6) 
 J20z Cottage cheese, roughly 
mashed 
_ 40z Cream cheese 
loz Gelatine 
3 Egg whites, stiMy beaten 
_4 Cucumber, peeled and fairly 
finely chopped 
+ Cucumber, unpeeled and 
~ thinly sliced 
-Ttbspn Vinegar 
2 pint Chicken stock 
Salt 
Dissolve gelatine in half the 
Stock. Cool slightly and mix 
with rest of stock. Mix the 
_ tWo cheeses well together, stir 
in the stock then the chopped 
cucumber, 
Fold in the beaten egg whites. 
Pour into a lightly oiled mould 
or small moulds and leave to 
set. Turn out and garnish 
_ with cucumber slices. 


kok 


(serves 4) 
§ Large home-grown toniatoes 
Z. Chicken . meat, 
cold, minced 
Soft cream cheese 
bspns Mayonnaise 
&gs, hard-boiled and: cold 
YOpped- chives or fresh herbs 
ait and pepper : 
_ Cut a small slice off the top 
‘of each tomato, scoop out the 
entres and discard the seeds, 
chop flesh. Beat cream cheese 
“Md mayonnaise together, stir 
M chicken, chives or herbs, 
“Salt, pepper and the tomato 
Mesh. Remove yolk from one 
f the eggs, chop remaining 
Yolk and the whites and stir 
Into the chicken mixture. Pipe 
®F spoon back into tomato 
8, sieve egg yolk over 
Matoes, set top back on at an 
Mgle. Serve with additional 
vad and buttered new 


m Line a square baking tin 


vinegar” and salt. * 


Chicken and Temato Cups — 


cooked,. 


summer | Personal story 


cookery Degree Day 


MARY Harris, BA, who lives at the Society’s Princess 


Marina Centre, tells the story of a very important day in 


her lite. 


THE alarm went off at 7 
am. Up I got and dréssed 
eagerly in my ‘calf-length 
navy skirt; my — oyster- 
coloured silky blouse and 


my navy and white shoes. ° 


After an early breakfast J 


was’ bound for ‘the: hair-~ 


dressers and a wash. and 


blow-dry. Back home, my - 
mind. reverted temporarily 
Matters— _ 


to mundane | 
making ~the bed, ‘with 
hubby Dave’s hélp as he 
held his razor in-the other 
hand; : ; 


- Eléven am, the deputy 


-Warden...and* her. husband 
“arrived to* 


drive us. to 
Southampton. We all got 
into the mini-bus and were 
off. . The drive was very 
pleasant, but reaching the 
outskirts of Southampton 
we ran into long queues of 
trafic, and I began to 
wonder if I’d be there to 
“robe in” on time! 

The Guildhall, where 
the ceremony took place, is 
not ideal for anyone in a 
wheelchair, especially if, 
like my husband, “they are 
larger than life and twice 
as natural.” We. soon 
enlisted the help of four 
lusty males — they found 
me a push-over, size-wise [ 
mean. We went down to 
the restaurant and had a 
good meal—Dave and I 
did, that is. The lunch 
queue was so Jong that our 
poor escorts didn’t have 
time to eat! 

Lunch over, time, for 
photographs. 


important -in my ~ navy 


‘gown with yellow hood. | 


Mortarboards are seldom 
worn now, much to my dis- 


appointment; I was look-- 


ing forward to seeing what 
a comical figure I cut in 
one. The photographs were 
taken in a little cubby-hole 
like an_ old-fashioned 
photographic studio. Then 
into the splendid Great 
Hall, where the organ was 
thundering out Bach. My 
parents arrived, and so did 
my amanuensis, who has 
done reams of writing for 


. me. since..““O”. Level. days, 


and accompanied me into 
every examination room. 
I had thrown the officials 


I felt” most’ 


a little by requesting that 
my father should push me 
up to receive the hand- 
shake from Lord Briggs, 
Chancellor of the Open 
University. Usually a man 
is allocated to take dis- 
abled graduates up, but 
nobody minded the alter- 
ation. I wanted my father 
to do it because 1 Owe my 
education to him and his 
perception which told him 
that. I was of normal intelli- 
gence.. I know the day 
meant a lot to him. It did 
to everyone else, too. 


My father and I went up 
on to the stage before the 
ceremony started and sat in 
the wings. It was hot as 
proceedings were televised. 
The congregation stood as 
the procession of _ staff, 
senate, Mayor, officers and 
Chancellor entered. After 
Lord Briggs had declared 
the congregation open, 
sections of the Royal Char- 
ter of the Open University 
Were read. 


Applause 


After the graduates with 
Honours were presented, it 
was the turn of the ordin- 
ary graduates; there were 
about 700 of us, all going 
forward in alphabetical 
order. I was the only one 
in a wheelchair. There was 
another spastic; he could 
walk. We two got more 
applause than all the rest 
put together. 

Going forward to shake 
the Chancellor’s hand was 
a proud moment for me. 
After. all the . graduates 
had been presented the 
Vice-Chancellor addressed 
us all. Then the national 
anthem was played, the 
procession left the hall and 
it was over, except in the 
hearts of those who had 
achieved their aim—a BA. 


I rejoined my guests and 
we drove to a nearby hotel 
for a celebration tea. 
Then it was time to head 


homeward. A rainbow, 
symbol of a _ promise, 
followed us. Could that 


mean a promising future? 
1 wonder! - 


Activities 
for all at 
College 


THE Spastics Society’s 
Castle Priory College wel- 
comed nearly 70 people to 
this summer’s Activity Day. 
But as with various func- 
tions during the last two 
months, the word “sum- 
mer” is something of a mis- 
nomer, and although plans 
were made for everything 
to take place in the beauti- 
ful riverside grounds hasty 
changes were implemented 
so. that all the various 
activities could be indoors. 

Among the group were 
foster “parents with handi- 
capped children, groups. from 
hostels for mentally handi- 
capped adults, families with 
physically or mentally handi- 
capped members, and one or 
two people who, with a variety 
of handicaps, were continuing 
to live in their own homes. 
With the help of the staff of 
Castle Priory, the students on 
the Residential Care Certificate 
Course, and ‘outsiders’. such 


as Mr. and Mrs Trevor 
Jeavons, previously on the 
stall of © Meldreth Manor 


School, a range of activities 
was offered to «cater for ‘all 
tastes —- and an age range’ of 
16 months. to 70 years! 

There were those who iook 
part in drama and movement 
sessions, whilst others went for 
music maki'ng, wheelchair 
dancing, arts and crafts, coll- 


age making and environmental” 


studies. After a reception and 
coffee everyone decided on 
their ‘particular... inclinations, 
formed their groups -and 
worked hard before lunch, 
after which all were free to 
wander round the ‘town — in 
the rain —- or play with some 
of the toys and games which 
had kindly been brought by 
WRK Developments. After a 
further half-hour of rehearsal 
the. groups came together just 
before .tea. to present their 
various contributions, and very 
interesting and colourful these 
proved to be. 


THE Fitzroy Fair’ Com- 
mittee would like to thank 
you for featuring this 
year’s Fair so prominently 
in the centre. pages of the 
August edition of Spastics 
News. We are sure that 
your readers would like to 
know that a total of £3,474 
was raised.. We would like 
to thank all members of the 
staff and supporters who’ 
played such an important 
part in the success of the 
evening.- 


"A. cheque. for £3,474 ‘has 


been passed to. Miss Morgan. at- 


the Society's Fitzroy Centre 
and she has written most 
warmly | in. appreciation ° of 
everyone’s efforts. ~ 
“Finally may. -I 
members of the_Society’s staff 
who gave their time so will- 
ingly and hope we will receive 
even more support in 1981. 


A. C. Robinson, 

Senior Appeals 
Development Officer, 

The Spastics Society. 


* * * 


I WAS interested to read 
in Spastics News the letter 
from Mr R. F. Baynton of 
Kidderminster. He — asks 
whether my course “New 
Developments for the 
Handicapped Child” — is 
likely to be held in his 
area. 


The extremely — successful 
course held in Newcastle in 
July to which he refers is but 
one of a whole series which I 
run, on similar themes, ‘in 
various parts of the country. 
The main aim — as in my 
own work of visiting disabled 
people in their own homes to 
advise. and help on electronic 
aids — is to offer practical 
guidance in the application of 
technology to help’ severely 
disabled people lead more 


thank .all- 


lives, 


meaningful 
courses are not only aimed at 


These 


professionals;- parents and 
relatives — and of course dis- 
abled people themselves — 
are very much encouraged to 
come and participate. 


Future courses are to be 
arranged for Wantage (Novem- 
ber 8), Oldham (November 20), 
Hull (December 6). In addi- 
tion courses are in. the plan- 
ning stage for Coventry and 
Tiverton, Devon. If any local 
spastics groups or — special 
schools are interested in. hav- 
ing such a course in their own 
areas then would they please 
write to me. Similarly if 
readers wish to have the pro- 
grammes for courses already 
arranged or planned I would 
be happy to send the necessary 
information. 


Roger M. Jefcoate, 
Willowbank, 
Swanbourne Road, 
Mursley, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks. 


* * * 


THIS Association would like 
it known that it was not 
officially anything to do with 
the “bed of nails” effort of 
raising, funds (Spastics News 
Vaya 3 

The publicity given to this 
venture both by local papers 
and television could well have 
affected the donations ‘we 
would, or could have ‘received 
from our Jocal friends’ and 
organisations. It was said’ we 
would receive large sums. So 
far-we have received £18 as a 
direct effort and a donation of 
£5 from. the Milk Marketing 
Board. a 


A. L. Harris; 

Hon Treasurer, 

South Somerset 
Association for Spasties 
and Handicapped, 

2 Ash Grove, 

Chard, 

Somerset. 


from 


need a stamp. 
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Find Out more. Write for our free 


leaflet or ask for.ahome demonstration 
without obligation. You don't even 


Newton Aids Ltd, Dept N58 SN 
FREEPOST, Salisbury SP1 2YZ 
Telephone: 0722-20441 


the only truly portable powered wheelchair 


The Newton.Elan is the only elect 
position. And, of course, when 
batteries are much easier to lift off. 
Independent suspension and two-s 
ride, indoors or outdoors. And with 
to operate and turns in tight corne 
nicesttooking wheelchair to be seen around in! 


ric wheelchair to fold upright with batteries in 
zoe do want to remove them, the side-slung 


peed gearbox give a smooth, comfortable 


fully proportional. control the Elan is simple 
rs. Added to ‘that, the Newton Elan is the 


ii coil 
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Seven see 


THE Spastics Society’s Annual General Meeting 


takes place in London on October 18, when the 
guest speakers will be Mr Reg Prentice, Minister 
for the Disabled, and Mr Anthony Quayle, the 
eminent actor, who is Chairman of the Stars 


*DEREK Ashcroft, BA, a 
schoolmaster, of Brighton, 


JAN Hildreth is a com- 
pany director and indepen- 
dent business consultant 


living in London. He has 
living in London, who has 
been a member of the 
Society’s Finance Com- 
mittee since January 1980. 
He has a spastic son now 
aged 21 who was educated 
at St Margaret’s School, 
Croydon and_ at t he 
Society’s Thomas Delarue 
School. Mr Hildreth is 
concerned in the running 
of “Contact a Family.” 
which aims to bring fami- 
lies with handicapped chil- 
dren together for mutual 
support. He is a member of 
the Public Schools’ Govern- 
ing Body Association, a 
governor of Wellington 
College. 

He was assistant secretary 
in the National Economic 
Development  Organisa- 


ADRIAN Wright, MA, is 
a solicitor in Bristol who is 
himself cerebral palsied. 
He was a member of the 


——— 


‘and = chair, 


Sussex, has been a member 
of the Society’s Executive 
Council and of the Resour- 
ces Committee for the last 
six years. The parent of a 
spastic person, he has been 
a member of Brighton, 
Hove and District Spastics 
Group for the last 21 years. 
Mr Ashcroft is vice-chair- 
man of the South East 
Regional (Committee, a 
member of the Garwood 


Hotel’s management com- 
mitiee, and his particular 
interest lies in the field of 
education and, as a parent, 


in communication between 
authorities and parents. 


tion from 1965-68, a director of 
London Transport from 1967- 
72, and assistant chief execu- 
tive of John Laing and Sons 
from 1972-74. He was Direc- 
tor-General of the Institute of 
Directors from 1975-78, and is 
a director of Minster Trust 
Ltd, a small merchant bank. 


Executive Council from 
1972-78, and of the Finance 
Committee from 1972-75. 
A member of the Resour- 
ces Committee since 1975, 
Mr Wright has also been a 
member of the executive 
committee of Bristol and 
District Spastics Associa- 
tion since 1970, and the 
honorary secretary since 
December last year. He 
was chairman of the Asso- 
ciation of °62 Clubs from 
1967-1975, and has been 
Vice-President since 1975. 

Mr Wright is | sometime 
member of the Council of 
William Temple Association 
and of its local 
branch, and secretary and 
member of committee of 
Abbeyfield Bristol Society 
since ifs formation in 1966. 


You can help spastics by 
ordering a regular copy of 


only £1.20 (inc. postage) 


Name and Address 
(Block capitals please) 
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Send to Circulation Assistant, 
Spastics News, 


CUT OUT AND SEND THIS FORM 


Please send until further notice ta the name and address below the 
lively SPASTICS NEWS each month at the annual subscription rate of 


£1.20 including postage, starting with the ...ccssscssrrscesssevscseevess ISSUCS 


1 enclose a cheque/postal order for £1.20 


THOT R TOPE OP OSEF OPO O OED EO EEF E OEE DED ESD OEH OES EOE OES ESO OTTER OD 


POSTEO HOSED DOSEOSTIDS ODEO OHO SESEDEFOSEIODIHEDSSOS OEE HO RETO SOS US EES SOSSSEOEOOSD HSE D EOD 
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12 Park Crescent, London WIN 4Q€. 
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sherbet 


k elect 


Organisation for Spastics. 

One of the most vital tasks for the AGM delegates is 
the election of five new members to join the 15-strong 
Executive Council, the ultimate decision-making body of 
The Spastics Society. This year there are seven nominees 
for the five seats which are made vacant each year by 


*WILLIAM Burn, FCA, 
has been a member of the 


* EILEEN Milnes has 
been a member of the 
Executive Council since 
1977. Living in Sale, 
Cheshire, she is connected 
with the Sale, Altrincham 
and District Spastics 
Society, on whose manage- 
ment committee she has 
served, and is past hon 
secretary of the Manchester 
and District Spastics 
Society. She was a mem- 
ber of the Society’s Man- 
agement Board from 1978- 
79, has been a member of 
the Resources Committee 
since 1977, and a Trustee 
of the Samaritan Fund 
since 1979. She is a meme 
ber of the Working Party 
on Transport for the Dis- 
abled in Greater Man- 
chester, and has served on 
the Greater Manchesier 
Advisory Council for Cere- 
bral Palsy. 


Australia shuns Sheree — again 


THE GHANGE- 16k: a 
secure, sun- filled 
future surrounded by 
love has been denied 
a young Hertfordshire 
girl because she was 
born spastic, 


For the second time, 
Sheree Venning, aged 21, 
whose story was told earlier 
this year in Spastics News, 
has been rejected by the 
Australian authorities 
because she does not meet 
their “medical _require- 
ments.” 

It has come as a crush- 
ing blow to her parents, 
Bill and Christine Venn- 
ing, for at the same time 
as they received the letter 
of refusal from the 
Australian High Commis- 
sion, Bill was made redun- 
dant. The firm where he 
has worked as a foreman 
for 22 years is closing 
down. 

Earlier, he had spent five 
years in Australia, stationed 
there with the Navy and the 
ties he made then have been 
further strengthened by the 
fact that two of his children, 
a son and daughter, have since 
emigrated “Down Under.” 

His son has a_ prosperous 
‘engineering business in Perth 
while his daughter and her 
husband run an equally suc- 
cessful 5,500-acre sheep station. 

The Vennings are quick to 
point out that there would be 
no question of Sheree having to 
be supported by the State it 
‘she was to emigrates «4 


Executive Council since 
1959, and has been the 
Society's Hon Treasurer 
for the last year. Previously 
he was Hon Treasurer for 
six years from 1960 until 


becoming Chairman in 
1966, a post he held until 
1973. He is ex-officio mem- 
ber of all committees of 
the Society and a trustee of 
the Sembal Trust, Friends 
of Spastics League, and 
the Charity Cards Trust. 


Mr Burn, a_ chartered 
accountant, now lives in 
Cirencester, Glos, but 


retains strong links with 
the Croydon, Sutton and 
District Spastics Society. 
His son has cerebral palsy. 


Mrs Milnes, whose 24-year- 
old daughter has cerebral palsy, 
is also a member Of Friends of 
Rodney House, a clinic for the 


disabled, and gives regular 
lectures and talks to hospital 
nursing staff, 
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retiring members who stand down in rotation. Spastics 
News has a tradition of publishing photographs and briet 
biographical details of the candidates. 

Of the seven candidates up for election this time, four 
are retiring members standing again for possible re- 
election, and three are new contenders. 


KENNETH Coulbeck, 
who is the parent of a 


spastic person, is group 


* CARRIE Williams, 
whose home is in Gwent, is 
founder and chairman of 
Monmouthshire —Spastics 
Society, and has been a 
member of the Executive 
Council since 1973. She is 
a member of the Wales 
Regional Committee, trus- 


tee of Monmouthshire 
Spastics Society Work 
Centre, a member of 
Gwent Standing Confer- 


ence of Voluntary Welfare 
Organisations’ general pur- 
poses committee, past com- 
mittee member of Hospital 
League of Friends, and 
now a member of the com- 
mittee concerned with a 
special swimming pool for 
handicapped people. Mrs 
Williams is vice-president 
of the Torfaen PHAB club, 
member of Gwent Area 
Health Authority sub-com- 
mittee, and member of 


@ BILL aad Christine Venning with Sheree, 21, the 
daughter they are fighting to take to Australia. 


“We are a very close family,” 


said Christine, “and — the 
important thing is that if 
Sheree went out there she 
would be surrounded by family 
who love her.” 

“As soon as Sheree heard the 
news she burst into tears and 
cried ‘Why won't they let me 
go Daddy?’ ” said Bill. “What 
do you say to that? How do 
you explain to a handicapped 
girl? 

“Neither ee wife or myself 
are getting any younger, God 
forbid that anything should 
happen to us, but if it did, 
what would happen to her? 
The awful truth: is that she 
would have to go into a home. 
And in a few years time we 
will not be able to sive her the 


Gey atiention. she needs... 4 y 4s 


The Vennings are particu- 
larly bitter because when they 
first applied to emigrate there 
was no hint of the heartbreak 
that was to follow. It was 
only after a series of medical 
tests that Sheree was turned 
down, The Vennings immed- 
iately began a campaign. to 
overturn the decision and their 
local MP, Mr Tan Stewart, 
took up their case with the 
High Commission. An appeal 
was lodged in March and the 
Vennings’ hopes rose in July 
with news that Australia was 
relaxing its migration laws. 

Meanwhile Sheree’s appli- 
cation was being processed by 
the Minister of Immigration 
and Ethnic Affairs in Can- 
berra and after four months _ 


a: decision WARS sreached —no | 


secretary of South Hum. 
berside Spastics Society. He | 


is a founder member of the 
Lincolnshire Spastics— 
Centre, vice-chairman of 
the management commit. 
tee, and is a_ vice-chair. 
man of the Society’s Mid- 
lands Regional Committee, — 
Mr Coulbeck is a mechani- _ 
cal engineer living in Hum. _ 
berston, Grimsby, a Coun- 
cillor and deputy chair- — 
man of Humberston Par- 
ish Council, and a mem- — 
ber ob Grimsby REMAP, — 
Mr Coulbeck has spent 
over twd oecades working — 
with the Society at group 
level and his work has in-— 
cluded local authority liai- _ 
son. 


SOS 


Wales Council for the Dis-— 
abled sub-commitice. 

As the parent of a spastic — 
person, Mrs Williams has close — 
relations with spastic people | 
and their families and wide — 
experience of their preblems. — 
* Denotes retiring member — 
of Executive Council. 2 


= 
‘s 
Es 
place in the sun for spastic — . 
Sheree. ay 
Now the  Vennings’ last i 
hope of being a reunited family — - 
rests with their son William, a 
self-employed plumber and — 
heating engineer. He, too, has 
applied to emigrate to ‘Aus- 
tralia and having passed his | 
interview is awaiting his 
medical test.. The Vennings — 
have been told that if William — - 
is accepted there is a better 
chance of Sheree being allowed — 
“I honestly believe. London 
will do what it can to help 
I think they are trying to. get 
it all finalised,’ said Bill. 
If William gets his visa the 
Vennings will appeal directly — 
to the Australian government, — 
and Mr Stewart, their MP, will — 
write to Canberra urging them 
to accept Sheree. 
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